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Annex C 
The court structure in
England and Wales

*Although the House

of Lords and the

Magistrates’ Courts

form part of the court

structure within England

and Wales, they are not

administered by the

Court Service. This

diagram is, of

necessity, much

simplified and should

not be taken as a

comprehensive

statement on the

jurisdiction of any

specific court.

House of Lords*
Appeals from the Court of Appeal and High Court (also Scotland and Northern Ireland)

Court of Appeal 

Criminal Division Civil Division 

Appeals from the  Appeals from the High Court

Crown Court county courts and tribunals

High Court 

Queen’s Bench Division Family Division Chancery Division

Contract and tort, etc. Dissolution of marriage, Equity and trusts,

Commercial Court matrimonial proceedings, contentious probate,

Admiralty Court proceedings relating to tax, partnerships,

children bankruptcy

Companies Court

Patents Court

Divisional Court Divisional Court Divisional Court

Appeals from the Crown Appeals from county Appeals from county

Court and magistrates’ courts and magistrates’ courts on bankruptcy

courts courts and land

Crown Court County Courts
93 centres 226 courts 

Trials of indictable offences, Majority of civil litigation  

appeals from magistrates’ subject to the nature of the 

courts claim

Magistrates’ Courts* Tribunals 
Trials of summary offences Hear appeals from decisions  

committals to the Crown Court on: immigration, social  

family proceedings courts security, child support, 

youth courts pensions, tax, lands.


